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too far within the harbor to block the entrance en-
tirely. Admiral Cervera himself rescued the crew,
assured Sampson of their safety in an appreciative
note; and one of the best designed and most heroic
episodes in our history just missed success.

The failure of the Merrimac experiment left the
situation as it had been and forced the American
command to consider the second method which
would release the American fleet. This new plan
contemplated the reduction of Santiago by a com-
bined military and naval attack. Cervera's choice
of Santiago therefore practically determined the
direction of the first American overseas military
expedition which had been in preparation since the
war began.